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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6} MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- if the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)Q Responsive to communications) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte QuayJe, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) £<j CJaim(s) 1^6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above ciaim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

Claim(s) 1^3 is/are rejected. 

7) M Claim(s) 4-6 is/are objected to. 

8) D Ciaim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 2) [EI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9{a)-(d) or (f). 

a® All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. ^3 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attachments) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) O Notice of informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-03) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 1 1252003 



Application/Control Number: 09/806,055 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1743 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: reference to this 
application being a National Stage Application of the PCT application is needed; the reference to 
figure 1 on page 10 under the "control" heading does not appear to reference the correct figure 
and the footnote for "(4)*' is missing on page 12. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claims 4-6 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claim cannot depend from another multiple dependent claim. See MPEP 
§ 608.01(ri). Accordingly, the claims 4-6 not been further treated on the merits. 

3. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. In claim 1 the locking fms are claimed as "suitable for coupling with structural 
elements present on said viewer (1) so that it is irreversibly locked onto the latter in a desired 
relative position" yet the claim does not define the viewer with any structure for the locking fms. 
Thus the fms are defined by structure which is not positively recited as an element of the claim 
and are indefinite. In claim 2 it is not clear if the structure is in addition to the fins recited in 
claim 1 or if the language is redefining the language of claim 1. 

4. No art is being applied against the claims because the cited art fails to teach or fairly 
suggest the flat plates in combination with the viewer in which the flat plates have a recess with a 
convex bottom that is entirely surrounded by a ridge. The prior art made of record and not relied 
upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. The art relates to microscopes used to test 
for female fertility. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arlen Soderquist whose current telephone number is (703) 308- 
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3989. After about December 16, 2003, this number will change to (571) 272-1265 as a result of 
the examiner moving to the new USPTO location. The examiner's schedule is variable between 
the hours of about 5:30 AM to about 5:00 PM on Monday through Thursday and alternate 



For communication by fax to the organization where this application or proceeding i« 
assigned, (703) 305-7719 may be used for official, unofficial or draft papers. When using th 



u inqUiry ° f a general natUrC ° r relatin S t0 the status of ^is application or proceed™ 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



Fridays. 




vw W ±w «iku 0/ , /w-o/^u ^aner-nnai;, /uj-ju^-z/is, 703-305-5408 aj 
>. The above fax numbers will generally allow the papers to be forwarded to the 



examiner in a timely manner. 
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